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RS' BOSTON TEL CAL £ 
ON MAY 11, 1931 



]) TO _?U ( | p flftY 1/1, 1?51,, : 



] AD VISED THAT THE 30'STOW .CIT Y COUNCIL A WD R©S£OS f -/'MAYpp '•/ 




bo 

b7C '■ 
b7D ■ 



. KEVI*? W-KITF A°F GIR-EFMTLY INVOLVED I* SERIOUS HSGTViATIO.! 9 " OV.S5H A' - ' 
'^.SISCE OF LF,3ISLATI-0>? OVFP ' A'JT HO* IZ AH 9 FO» IMF. CITY TO 5*LL ^75 

A!© 9<9 MILLJOW DOLLARS WOPTH OF WUMI CIPAL ?0N'9S TO. ALLEVIATE- "'THE 
■''"'CITY'S -FINANCIAL '?*OBL^$. TK^gj '^°Jj| TI0MS .- P0 

FOH ABOUT TWO BOOTHS WITHOUT ANY SOLVIT*. T^^ITY^COLfNCTL ; f^SjCK,I»G ^ 
. 'TO ADO Pftfyt SIGHS TO ' THE: SORDIHG .'Hi LL WHICH' WOULO' LI31.IT SCSt/STF K*AY03 
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WHITES AS TO FISCAL A.FFAIP'S. *!AY03 'V-HITE/ SOES' HOT-«V^»it/. :v .:' - s 

SUCK. SPENDING RE ST PA I N'T S IMPOSED AMD" HA? REFUSED"' TO, .APPROVE THE:^/... •'; ■'(-■ 
-BILL • ■ THE CITY. COUNCIL HAS SUBMITTED FIVE- VERSIONS OF TKE : '; : \\ 
30*5) I SILL ALL OF. WHICH HAVE BEE N T VP NED- DOW M 3Y : &1AY0P WHITE;---,- 

~| AD VI SED THAT THERE . IE ?»ESE*?T TAU OF MUNICIPAL BANKRUPTCY \ . 
UtLESS A BILL- CAN BE WORKED OVT . ' .; ' ". 



ON MAY 9, IPS I THE CITY. COUNCIL *ET AND APPROVED. A FIFTH . VERSION 
OF THE BO ©IMC PILL. FROli ALL U ! D I CATIONS IT . APPEARS .THAT MyOj* WHITE 
WILL «0T '-APPROVE THIE 4 PILL EITH'EP. 
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■0" MAY. l?- t 19*1 



CALLED 



TO [ 



]. SHE IfWtfEO 



THAT 



]*S HOME. ..AND. SPOKE 



VOT AT HO^E . 



THEN TOLD [ 



THAT HE. TALK WITH 



CONCERN I MS C 



TTHAT IT WAS IMPORTANT.- 




(5S 194CM52) 



C 



DID NOT DISCUSS A FY SPECIFIC? CO "CEP «*I !*G [ 
] LATER -&H THE SA*E DAY I I CALLED EZ 



]»S HOME 



APAI«. THIS TIME HE SPOKE TO [ 



WAS AGAIN IMPORTED THAT 



ADVISED THAT HE HAS OTOK'!? 



]WAS WOT IN SO HE LEFT ft HE PS AGE; ' 

FOP ABOUT TWENTY -= 



FIVE YE APS. DURING THIS TIME 
PE5S0H4L FRIEND OF | 



HAS MENTIONED" THAT HE IS A. 



[ 



3 



ADVISED THAT HE RELIEVES THAT THESE PHONE CALLS FP0P5 

IS A" ATTEMPT 3Y MAYOR WHITE. TO 
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] ADVISED HE HAS NOT RETURNED. 



VS PHOM? CALLS, 



ADVISED HZ HAS MOT HEARD. FROW 



[ 



] IN A LONG T i^E AND HE FELT IT VAS STRANGE THAT 



.WOULD. 



CALL HI* AT T MIS TIME. '.- \ 

QN *!AY 11, 19*51 AUTHORITY WAS- REQUESTED ' FOR THE' USE OF A BODY '. 
RECORDER IK THIS MATTE?'. THIS AUTHORITY WAS THEN GRANTED UNDER;. THE 
POSSIBILITY OF AH OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE MATTER. THIS AUTHORITY. - ; . 
HAS MOT BEEN USED AND IS MOT ANTICIPATED TO 3E USED : IIS THE NEAR' FUTURE. 

f/ iAOE ft PHONE CALL TO 



ON MAY LP., 19*51 



10 NIT ORE 



FRO?1 THE 50ST0N OFFICE OF THE FBI. THIS PHONE CALL WAS NOT 

DISCUSSED TWO: ' 



ADVISED THAT HE A«D 



■THINGS DURING. THEIR' CONVERSATION. THE FI°ST THING- WAS 



OF 30 ST OH FISCAL PROBLEMS. 



TOLD 



DISCUSSED- THE CITY 
THAT THESE PR03LEMS 



ARE ALL PE CAUSE OF 'MAYOR* WHITS • AND THAT WHITE IS NOT WILLING TO' GIVE 
AT ALL A NO H? M^S TO RUK T HE" CIT Y HIS 0*H WAY WITHOUT ANY INTERFERENCE. 



:h6 . 
.b7C 
■ b7D 



b6 :. 

b7C 
b7D 



ADVISED THAT WHITE CUW^TLY KA? FIVT UOTE? 0« THE CITY COUNCIL 



P AGE FI VS.' 3S; I 9 4 C- MEW- U *CL A S 



THEN DISCUSSED 



PR QBLEW.. 



TOLD 



THAT | SITUATION- I-S. TOO CLOSE TO. CALL- 



IT. IS' CURRENTLY TETEPItfO BACK AND FORTH. IT IS CURRENTLY . 6* .-. 43 
i. 



IK FAVOR OF [ 



]S PROBLEM IS TOO CLOSE TO SC3EW 4PCTi*D WITH* 



ALSO ADVISED 



IS. 



ALSO 



it. 



}lS !« A LITTLE 3ETTEP SHAPE THAM 

| THAT THIS CONVERSATION WAS PRIVATE AHD NOT-TO DISCUSS 
TOLD I I NOT TO LET THIS CONVERSATION GET ABOUND 



SUGGESTED THAT" THEY GET TOGETHER FOR LUNCH AHD- DISCUSS- 



THIS ; M ATTEP. 
I ~ 



] ADVISED THAT IT SOUNDED LIKE 

I ALSO 



WAS TRYING TO DO. 



HI 1 *! A FAVOP 3Y TELLING HIM . A 30 UT 



■be 

hlC 
hlD 



' 
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ATTENTION 
UNIT 

UKSUB; ALLEGATION CONCERNING KEVI N H. "WHITE MAYOR , BOSTON , 
MASSACHUSETTS, IN CONNECTION WITH POSSIBLE MISUSE OF OFFICE . 




«8 



Off, t I 
r — 



WHITE COLLAR CRIME SECTION, PUBLIC CORRUPT 10! 



- VICTIM. //AW 



RE BOSTON TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED MAY 13., 198 J. 

ADVISED THAT ON MAY 12, 



r 



ON MAY 14, 1981 



1981, HE WAS LEAV.IN3 THE 



WHEN HE' 



NOTICED MAYOR KEVIN WHITE T.ALKIH3 LOUDLY WITH SOME OF HIS PEOPLE. I ' ^ 



; b6 \ 

;.b7C \ 

I, * 

.b7D j 



HEARD THE MAYOR ME NT J OK 



•S NAME SO HE STOPPED 



HIS CAR « 




AND THE MAYOR .PROCEEDED TO GET INTO A HEATED 
ARGUMENT CONCERNING THE PROBLEMS THAT HAD BEEN THE SUBJECT OF ' , 
DISCUSSION FOR SEVERAL MONTHS THAT IS THE MAYOR'S EXCESS>VE_£*D J 



7 m 22 J981 



8 4 j.WJ 
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ILLEGAL SPENDING OF CITY FUNDS AND THE DISPUTE BETWEEN THE MAYOR 
AND THE CITY COUNCIL. 

OH MAY 14, 1981, AT 7:30 AM,, 



SAID THAT 



COLUMNIST FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE NEWSPAPER), TELEPHONED 
.AT HIS HOME. 
PROBLEM WITH 



TOLD HIM THAT THE 
\ BS 194C-152) SHOULD 



BE RESOLVED IN ABOUT TWO WEEKS. ONE WAY OR THE OTHER. THE TWO , 
MEN THEN DISCUSSED THE CURRENT PROBLEMS CONFRONTING THE CITY OF 
BOSTON. 

'FEELS MORE STRONGLY NOW THAT THE EVENTS OF THE 



.PAST FEW W.EEKS ARE DEFINITELY AN ATTEMPT BY MAYOR WHITE TO 




BOSTON HAS NOT EXERCISED THE USE OF A BODY RECORDER IN THIS 
MATTER BY 



TO DATE. THIS AUTHORITY WAS OBTAINED ON 



MAY 11, 1981. 

I NVESTIGAT 10 N CO NTI TONS . 

BT 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



it 



\ 

BSO001 1381825 
00 HQ 
DE BS 

181640Z MAY 81 

FM BOSTON (194C-186) 

TO DIRECTOR IMMEDIATE 

L BT 

UNCLAS 

ATTENTION SAA 



% Hi 



IBM 

\ •' 1 



VJ 



1 



<0 



J WHITE COLLAR CRIME SECTION, PUBLIC 



CORRUPTION UNIT. (HAND CARRY TO ROOM 3137) 

UNSUB; ALLEGATION CONCERNING KEVIN H. WHITE, MAYOR, BOSTON, MASS, , 
1 — " 1 ^j- 

IN CONNECTION WITH POSSIBLE MISUSE OF OFFICE, | 



-VICTIM. tfACPV 



ON MAY 18, 1981 , BOSTON TELETYPE 



15 ' 1S51 " ft lf^C0^ 



REBSTELCALL TO SA 
TO BUREAU DATED MAY 13, 1981 AND MAY 
PURPOSE: 

AUTHORITY IS REQUESTED TO UTILIZE AN ELECTRONIC DEV 
TO CONSENSUALLY MONITOR AND/OR RECORD PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN 

MAYOR KEVIN WHITE} 




} AND OTHERS CURRENTLY UNIDENTIFIED IN CONNECTION WITH 



A HOBBS ACT-CPO AND POSSIBLE OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE MATTER. 
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DETAILS: 

ON MAY 18, 1981, 



MAYOR WHITE WAS TALKING TO 
MAY 12, 1981 WAS 



ADVISED THAT THE PERSON 

ON 



INDEPENDENT TAXI 



OPERATORS ASSOCIATION. 



TOLD 



THAT MAYOR WHITE 



, WHO 



HAD ASKED HIM TO GET BOSTON CITY COUNCILLOR 

| IS FRIENDLY WITH, TO VOTE WITH MAYOR WHITE ON THE BONDING 
BILL FOR THE CITY OF BOSTON. MAYOR WHITE TOLD | | IF HE COULD 

S VOTE THEN WHITE WOULD GIVE 



GET 



ANY TAXI STAND IN THE CITY. 



FURTHER TOLD 



HIS CHOICE OF 

THAT 



SUCH A STAND WOULD BE WORTH A LOT OF MONEY. 

ON MAY 13, 1981, THE BOSTON HERALD AMERICAN NEWSPAPER MAN 
A FULL PAGE STORY CONCERNING AN INTERVIEW WITH MAYOR WHITE. ONE 
OF THE QUOTES OF MAYOR WHITE IN THE ARTICLE WAS "THE SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE: IT'S. LIKE THEY'VE GOT DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY (IN THE PRESS) 
ONE IS INDICTED, TWO ARE UNDER INVESTIGATION. THEY'RE FIVE PART- 
TIMERS. IT'S LIKE A CORPORATION WITH A SUBSIDIARY OVER WHICH YOU 
HAVE NO CONTROL THAT SUDDENLY GIVES YOU A $40 MILLION OVER 
RUN....". 

ALSO ADVISED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL HELD ANOTHER 
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MEETING ON MAY 14, 1981 AND A SIXTH VERSION OF THE PROPOSED BONDING 
BILL WAS PASSED AND SENT TO MAYOR WHITE. LOCAL NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS 
INDICATE THAT MAYOR WHITE WILL NOT APPROVE THIS VERSION. ON 
MAY 15, 1981 MAYOR WHITE CALLED FOR A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL AT 3:00 PM ON MAY 18, 1981, FOR THE PURPOSE OF COUNCIL 
CONSIDERATION OF YET ANOTHER PROPOSAL OF MAYOR WHITE'S CONCERNING 
THE BONDING BILL. 

ON MAY 17, 1981, THERE APPEARED AN ITEM IN THE BOSTON GLOBE 
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE TITLED, "SHORT CIRCUITS" WHICH CONTAINED A 
REFERENCE TO A DECISION TO BE MADE BY THE END OF MAY BY U.S. 
ATTORNEY EDWARD F. HARRINGTON CONCERNING WHETHER THERE IS SUFFICIENT 
EVIDENCE TO PROCEED AGAINST A MEMBER OF THE BOSTON SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE INVOLVING CONTINUING PROBES OF ALLEGED KICKBACKS ON THE 
BOSTON SCHOOL BUS CONTRACT. 



FURTHER ADVISED THAT THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO 



DOUBT IN HIS MIND THAT MAYOR WHITE AND 



ARE ATTEMPTING 



TO EXTORT 



ADVISED THAT HE DOES FEEL VERY MUCH 
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THREATENED BY THIS. 



ADVISED THAT HE IS WILLING TO COOPERATE 



IN THIS INVESTIGATION AND WEAR A BODY RECORDER AND/OR RECORD 
CONVERSATIONS WITH 



, MAYOR KEVIN WHITE, 



AND POSSIBLY OTHERS AND TO TESTIFY IN COURT SHOULD 
HE BE REQUIRED TO DO SO, HE WILL PROVIDE WRITTEN CONSENT BEFORE 
UTILIZING THE EQUIPMENT. 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

EMERGENCY AUTHORIZATION IS BEING SOUGHT DUE TO THE FACT THAT 
CONTACT BETWEEN VICTIM AND SUBJECT IS EXPECTED TO HAPPEN AT ANY TIME. 
THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO OBTAIN A THIRTY DAY AUTHORIZATION TO 
USE ELECTRONIC MONITORING DEVICES. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE 

[ HOWEVER IF A FIXED DEVICE IS 



DEVICE WILL BE WORN BY 



UTILIZED, IT WILL ONLY BE ACTIVATED IF THE CONSENTING PARTY IS 

PRESENT. 

USA OPINION 

THERE IS NO USA OPINION CONTAINED HEREIN BECAUSE THE ORIGINAL 
ALLEGATION WAS THAT MAYOR WHITE THROUGH HIS FRIENDSHIP WITH 
COULD INFLUENCE 



1. 



CONCERNING HIS UPCOMING DECISION AS TO WHETHER 



WILL BE INDICTED FOR HIS CRIMINAL PARTICIPATION IN THE BOSTON 



b6 
b7C 
■b7D 



b7D 



he 
hie 
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SCHOOL COMMITTEE CASE, 

SAC BOSTON CONCURS WITH THE USE OF CONSENSUAL MONITORING AND 
TRANSMITTING DEVICES IN THIS INVESTIGATION. 
BT 
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JJNSU3S; ■ALL EBAtl M-.POHCERIIIWG J fgVIN HTwHITE^ MAYOR OF BO 
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HOBBS ACT - CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS, 00 ? BOSTON. 
RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO BOSTON DATED MAY \S t |98l. 



ON MAY 22, |98l, 



WAS ADVISED 



SUFFICIENT PR 03 ABLE CAUSE TO MONITOR CONVERSATIONS 



JIONS BE?iSr HIMSE 



HIMSELF 
23 MAY 281981 
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AND [ 



, jOR W HITE. 

INFORMATION FROM | 



HOWEV ER . THE FBI COULO BE WIL LING TO ACCEP T 
CONCERNING THIS MATTER. | 



ADVISED THAT HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND THIS BECAUSE IT WAS VERY CLEA* 
IN HIS MIND THAT 



AND WHITE WERE ATTEMPTING TO USE HIS 



POSSIBLE INDICTMENT TO 



HOWEVER , IF HE RECEIVED ANY FURTHER INFORMATION HE 



WOULD ADVISE THE BOSTON OFFICE. 

ON MAY 21, 1981, UNITED STaTES ATTORNEY EDWARD F. HARRINGTON, 



TO BE RETURNED 



D ISTR.ICT OF MASSACHUSETTS , BOSTON , MASSACHUSETTS ADVISED THaT 
HE EXPECTS THE INDICTMENT AGAINST | 
WITHIN THE NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS. 
ADMINISTRATIVE-: 

THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
BOSTON , MASSACHUSETTS , HAS NOT BEEN MADE AWARE OF THE DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THIS MATTER. 
BT 



t 



059 4 




Of 



rami xumxu cj ;nvist:oat;cn 
communxat&n &i$$acz tern 



■ \ 



OATt 

HAY M, 1181 
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JBT 

14 |JJNCLAS E F T 

UNSUBi ALLEGATION CMC££NING_KEVIN 



12 MASSACHUSETTS , IN CONNECTI OJL-M.ITH-POSSIBLii-JlISU; 
~* - jI 



10_ 



FM DIRECTOR FBI 




WHITE, MAYOR/ sBOSTON, 

r 



| - VICTIj^ ' H ficfo 

REBSTELS TO THZ BURZhlffflkr 'fs^^Sf^AND MAY IS, Mfli. 
BUTELCAL TO BOSTON, MAY. IS,' llfil* 

AUTHORITY FOR CONSENSUAL MONITORING AS REQUESTED IN 
_REBSTEL OF MAY IS, 1151 , IS NOT APPROVED BASED UPON THE; 
WEAKNESS OF PREDICATION AND THE EXTREME POLITICAL SENSITIVITY 
CONNECTED WITH THE ALLEGATIONS- AS BOSTON IS AWARE, THE 
4(J POTENTIAL FOR MISUSE OF THE FBI FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES HERE IS 
.SIGNIFICANT- BOSTON SHOULD CONTINUE TO ACCEPT INFORMATION FROM 
OR OTHERS BEARING ON THE SITUATION AND ADVISE FBIHd 



OF SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS • PROHIBITION AGAINST CONSENSUAL 
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TO RELIEF . SUPERVISOR I 
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I i I 
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UNCUS 

ATTENTION WHITE COLLAR CRIME SECTION, PUBLIC CORRUPTION UNIT, 
SUPERVISOR 




b6 
b7C 



UNSUBS; ALLEGATION CONCERNING KEVIN H.-VHITE, MAYOR OF BOSTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS, IN CONNECTION WITH POSSIBLE MISUSE OF OFFICE J 



b7D 



- VICTIM; 



HOBBS ACT - CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS, 00: BOSTON . 

RE BOSTON TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED MAY 26, 1981. f( 
AS INSTRUCTED BY THE BUREAU, BOSTON HAS BEEN CONTINUING 
TO ACCEPT INFORMATION FROM ^ y 

CONCERNING CAPTIONED 




.0 



MATTER. ON JUNE 2, 1981, 
SUPERVISOR 



, AT HIS REQUEST, MET WITH 



3" 



AND FURNISHED A HANDWRITTEN LETTER 
DATED JUNE 1981, ADDRESSED TO LAWRENCE SARHATT (SAC, BOSTON) , 
A D MENTIONING Sft 



i 1 . -1 

be 

. b7C 
b7D 



(BOSTON) , THE TEXT OF WHICH 



FOLLOWS: 



n 
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"LAWRENCE SARHATT 

JUNE 2, 198! 

IT SEEMS APPROPRIATE THAT I COMMUNICATE WITH YOU FOR WHAT I 
HOPE AND EXPECT WILL BE THE FINAL TIME REGARDING THE MATTER WHICH 
I FIRST BROUGHT TO YOUR ATTENTION ON MAY II, 198! WHEN I VISITED 
YOUR OFFICE. MY PURPOSE IS TO ROUND OUT AND BRING YOU UP TO DATE 
ON MY VIEW OF IT AT THIS TIMS * 

AFTER GIVING I 



MY LAST COMMUNICATION ADDRESSED 



TO YOU AND THE NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS RELATED TO IT ON MONDAY, MAY 18, 
I NEXT HEARD FROM 



BY TELEPHONE ON WEDNESDAY MAY 20. 
HE TOLD ME YOUR OFFICE HAD BEEN IN EXTENDED COMMUNICATION WITH THE 
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT IN WASHINGTON REGARDING IT. HE SAID A DECISION 
HAD BEEN MADE IN WASHINGTON NOT TO WIRE ME FOR CONVERSATION WITH 
WHITE OR 



UNLESS OR UNTIL EITHER OF THEM MADE FURTHER AND 



MORE "OVERT" LINKAGE BETWEEN 



HE SAID WHAT HAD ALREADY TRANSPIRED, ACCORDING TO WHOEVER 
MADE THE DECISION NOT TO FURTHER INVESTIGATE, MIGHT BE REGARDED AS 
"POLITICAL INFIGHTING". TO THAT I SAY WHAT WAS BEING ATTEMPTED MAY 



bo 

b7C 

b7D 



i 

1 
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mVE BEEN "POLITICAL INFIGHTING" BUT IT ALSO WAS POLITICAL EXTORTION 
WHICH, UNDER THE SO CALLED "HOBBS ACT" IS A VERY SERIOUS CRIMINAL 

OFFENSE. 

I THE MEANTIME MR. WHITE AND 



SEEM TO HAVE CALLED 



OFF THEIR ATTEMPT TO 



i O 



hlC 
hlD 
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FRANKLY IT IS MY BELIEF THAT IN SOME WAY 



AND WHITE HAVE 



LEARNED OF MY COMMUNICATION WITH YOU A D ACCORDINGLY THEY HAVE 
DESISTED IN THE EXECUTION OF THEIR PLAN AND ARE IN THE PROCESS OF 
COVERING THEIR TRACKS., FOR THIS REASON I DO NOT EXPECT ANY FURTHER 



IS GOOD BUT IT ALSO MAY BE THAT THEY HAVE GOTTEN AWAY WITH ATTEMPTED 
EXTORTION." 

IN VIEW OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE ALLEGATION AS IT RJELATES 
TO THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS,. 
AM) IN ADDITION THE POTENTIAL MISUSE OF THE FBI FOR POLITICAL 
PURPOSES, THE BUREAU SHOULD CONSIDER IF NOT ALREADY ACCOMPLISHED, 
PRESENTING THIS MATTER AND OBTAINING A PROSECUTIVE OPINION FROM THE 



"OVERT" ACTS BY EITHER 



OR WHITE. IN A WAY, OF COURSE, THAT 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 

THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO HANDLE THIS MATTER EXPEDITIOUSLY 

WILL BE INDICTED 



INASMUCH AS IT IS EXPECTED THAT 
ON OR ABOUT 



THIS MAY PROMPT ON THE PART OF 



AND SECONDLY, IT IS NOT KNOWN WHAT ACTION 

AS IT RELATES 



TO HIS ALLEGATIONS. IT IS NOTED IT COULD RESULT IN ADVERSE PUBLICITY 
DIRECTED AT THE FBI FOR NOT OBTAINING A PROSECUTIVE OPINION REGARDING 



S ALLEGATIONS. 
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UNSUBS; ALLEGATION CONCERNING 
KEVIN B/ WHITE , MAYOR OF BOSTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS, IN CONNECTION 
WITH POSSIBLE MISUSE OF OFFICE; 



]VICTIM 



b7D 



as above. 



HOBBS ACT-CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIAL 
(00: BOSTON) 

Re Boston teletype to Bureau, 6/3/81. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of an LHM captioned 



The Bureau is requested to advise if the Department of 
Justice has issued a prosecutive opinion in this matter and if so, 
what that opinion was. 
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U.S. Departme^rof Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 194C-186 



Boston, Massachusetts 
June 16, 1981 



UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

ALLEGATION CONCERNING KEVIN H. WHITE, 
MAYOR OP BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, 
TN rONNKPTTON WTTH POSSIBLE yiSPSB OF OFFICE; 

b7D 



J-VICTIM 



HOBBS ACT-CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIAL 



On May 11 . 1981, . 

J, advised that the Boston City Council and 



Boston Mayor Kevin White were involved in serious negotiation over 
a piece of legislation over authorization for bonds to alleviate 
the City's financial problems. These negotiations had been going 
on for about two months without any resolve. The City Council 
was seeking to add provisions to the bonding bill that would 
limit some of Mayor White's powers as to fiscal affairs. Mayor * 
White did not want such spending restraints imposed and had refused 
to approve the bonding bill. The City Council submitted five 
versions of t he bonding bill, all of which have been turned down by b6 
Mayor White, I \ advised that there has been talk of municipal b 7 C 

bankruptcy unless a bonding bill could be worked out. b?c 




This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



EHCLOSURE 



UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

ALLEGATION CONCERNING KEVIN H. WHITE, 

MAYOR OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS , 

IN CONNECTION WITH POSSIBLE MISUSE OF OFFICE; 



ivrerni — • 

HOBBS ACT-CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIAL 



On May 9, 1981, the City Council met and approved a fifth 
version of the bonding bill. From all indicati ons, it appears that 
Mayor White will not approve this bill either. I 



On May 10, 1981, [ 



called [ 



and spoke to I " [ She info rmed! 

I was not at home, L I theii told[ 
it was fmportant that he talk with I 



] concerning \ 



~|s home 
Ttha t 
^~ ~lthat 



concern 



calledf 



ina 



| did not discuss an y specific s 
Eater on the same da y, I I 

— — fs 



not in so he left a message. 



Ts home again. This time he spqke tof 
J was again informed that 



was 



"I advi sed that he has known I I for about 25 

years. During thi s time I ~| has mentioned that he is a 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



.personal friend of f 



[ 



7 



from C 



White to use 



advised that he believes that these phone calls 

and talks with Mayor White are attempts by Mayor 



he has not retur ned 
was strange thatf 



advised 

•s phone calls yet, and he felt it 



3 



] 



he has not heard from him in a long time. 



Twould call him at this time, because 



On May 



advised that he and[ 



12, 1981, . 
from the Boston Office of 



tL 1 



made a phone call to 



scussed two 



e FBI . 
subjects dur ing tneir 



conversation. The first was | 

situ ation and then the City of Boston fiscal problems, 
told I I that these problems are all because of Mayor White, 

and that White is not willing to give at all and he wants to 
run the City his own way without any interference. 
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problems. 



J told 



ihen discussed 
J that L 



s situation was 



too clos e to call and it was currently tetering b ack an d forth. 
1 stated it was currently 60-40 in favor nf | land that 



_^Jf1T"probl em was too close to screw around with. T 
also advised I ..7 
I I wa s in a little better shape than [ 



I 



also told I ^that thi s co nversation 

not to discuss It, I I told [ 



conversation get around town. [_ 

together for lunch and discuss this matter. 



was 
not 



private and 
to let this 



suggested that they get 





ftdvlsprf that it sounded like| 1 was 


trying to do him a : 


favor by telling him about | Also, 
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On May 14, 1981 J 



1 advised that on May 12, 
J when he noticed 



1981, he was leaving the[ 

Mayor Kevin White talki ng loudly w ith some of his people, = ^_ 

heard the Mayor mention ! _~l ts name so he stopped his car. 

"| and the Mayor proceeded to get into a heated argument 
concerning the problems that had been the subject of discussion 
for several months, that is the Mayor's excessive and illegal 
spending of City funds and the dispute between the Mayor and 
the City Council. 



On May 14, 1 981 at 7:30 a.m. , I 
2] at his home. I I said that I 



1 telephoned 
Ttold him that 



the problem with 

in about two weeks, one way or the otner. 
discussed the current problems confronting the City of Boston. 



J should be resolved 
The two men then 



V 
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On May 18 , 1981 , | I advised that the person 



Mayor White was talking to outside of [ 



on 



May 12 , 1981 was I I ind ependent 

Taxi Operators Association. ! I told I I that M ayor White 

had ask ed him to get Boston City Councillor | I 'who 

I l is friendly with, to vote with Mavor wE ite on t ne bonding 

Mi l for thA city of Boston. Mavor Whit e toldl I if he could 

get I \ \s vote then White wo uld give| I his cho ice of any 

taxi stand in the City. I | further told I I that such 

a stand would be worth a lot of money. 

On May 13, 1981, the Boston Herald American Newspaper ran 
a full page story concerning an interview with Mayor White. One 
of the quotes of Mayor White in the article was "The School 
Committee: it's like they've got diplomatic immunity (in the 
press). One is indicted, two are under investigation. They're 
five part-timers. It's like a corporation with subsidiary over 
which you have no control that suddenly gives you a $40 million 
over run. . .". 



| "| also advised that the City Council held another 



be 

blC 
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meeting on May 14, 1981 and a sixth version of the proposed bonding 
bill was passed and sent to. Mayor White. Local newspaper accounts 
indicate^ that Mayor White will not approve this version . On May 15 , 
1981 , Mayor White called for a special meeting of the City Council 
at 3:00 p.m. on May 18, 1981, for the purpose of council consideration 
of yet another proposal of Mayor White's concerning the bonding bill. 

On May 17, 1981, there appeared an item in the Boston Globe 
newspaper article titled, ''Short Circuits" which contained a 
reference to a decision to be made by the end of May by U.S. 
Attorney Edward F. Harrington concerning whether there is sufficient 
evidence to proceed against a member of the Boston School Committee 
involving continuing probes of alleged kickbacks on the Boston 
School bus contract. 

further advis ed that there i s,absolutely 



no doubt in his mind that Mayor White andl I were" attempting 

to extort I " 



| advised that he does feel very much 

threatened by this., 
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On June 2 , 1981 , \~ 
appears that Mayor White and~l_ 
attempt [ ~ 



s 



_ advised that it 
have given up their 



1 



a lever . Mayor White appears to have changed his attitude toward 
the bonding bill. On May 22, 1981, the City Treasurer filed an 
affidavit in Suffolk Superior Court which indicated it would not 
be necessary to get the bonding bill passed by the Council in order 
to keep the City schools open until June 19, 1981. A day or so 
latere Mayor White was quoted in the local newspapers as saying 
he was in no rush to file another bonding proposal with the City 
Council and that he might not file one at all. 



since May 14, 1981 
keep him posted on 



advised that_ 
even thoughL 



he ha.s;» not heard from 



told him that he would 
) situation. 



and[ 



. also advised that h e believes tha t Mayor White 
somehow have learned of his I H communication 

with the FBI and accordingly, they have changed their plans and are 
in the process of covering thei r tracks . Therefore, he does not 
expect any -further contact with I I or White in this tmatter. 



t 
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Airtel 

Director, FBI (194-2365) 

SAC, Boston (194-C-186) 

UNSUBS; ALLEGATION CONCERNING 
KEVIN U^WHITE, MAYOR OF BOSTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS, IN CONNECTION WITH 
POSSIBLE MISUSE OF O FFICE; 

- VICTIM 



7/7/81 

Mr. Nolan 
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HOBBS ACT - CPO 
00: BOSTON (BS) 

ReBSairtel to the Bureau, 6/18/8L 

Enclosed is a copy of a declination letter sent to 
the Department from FBIHQ. ifj/A^ 

As the letter states, Special Attorney |~ | declined b6 

prosecution 6/17/81, in that he felt that no evidence indicating a Federal hie 
violation has been found to exist 

Enclosure 
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July 9, 1981 



Mr. Gerald McDowell, Chief 
Public Integrity Section 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Room 414 

Federal Triangle Building 
9th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20530 



Dear Mr. McDowell: 



Thxs letter is intended fr> confirm a discussion 
bfttwttftn filia l Attorney ] | pf VO ur office and Supervisor 
J of ^ staff which took place on June 17, 1981. At 



tne conclusion of the discussion Special Attorney C_ZI advised 
no prosecution would be entertained by the U. S. Department of 
Justice (DOJ) due to lack of evidence of a Federal criminal 
violation. 

Nolan advised that the Boston Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Office was vis ii-** go ^ ra | times re cently 



aixecrea mac Bnat-nn maw ttq^^ yfaj^ 

L 5 's 



during which H 



aUeqefl S55E Boston Mavnr Kpvin W hite was pressuring hin" 

using his influence v. 

effect the possible indictment 



advised that Bolton Globe Columnist | | was^in^his 6 * 

opinion, serving as the mayor's instrument in this scheme. He, 



— n ]concluded that in his opinion the activity of White 

andL 1 in this matter constituted a criminal violation of the 

Hobbs Act. 
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Nolan further advised that Agents of Boston FBI Office 

we re presen t but did not monitor a telepho ne call m ade byl 

to | J in response to messages left by|_ 1 * ■ L 



s g ea * to l _ , l » The Agents repo rted that 
standing ot the c onversation hearing I 



f 



] seeking"Eo 
rom their under- 
8 side, and from 



I" | | o oauc/ auu JL JL ^iU 
when the conversation concluded, the 



a discussion with, _ uua ^ u ^ u ^ 

conversation did not contain any suggestions of impropriety 'or 

illegality, I — ^ * - ^ 

recorder on n 



did request that the FBI conceal a tape 



is person, in that he proposed to confront[ 




SAC, Boston 



ho 
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"ENCLOSURE 



r 



Mr. Gerald McDowell, Chief 



anC solicit Iron hin sta terra in ts which voule cl early discl ose the 



extortionate plan[ 



clainec to e;;ist. [ 



J clairx^ 



the extortiox* was occurring in that he was able, bases upon his 
experience: , to <Srav? these inferences frov subtleties occurring in 
tt conversation vith the* rea ver occurr ing lrax^iately prior tc hit 



v£g advised that the FPI 



initial visit to the VIST, t 

veul£ decline to participate in a confrontation with[ | but 

voulcl bo receptive to any ad£itional in f oration th&t caste to his 
attention th&t vould a£d credence to his Allocations* 



Or* June 2, 19Si,[ 



] furnished a hand-vritter; 



letter in %/hich he disclosed th&t the xsayor had taken stops 
publicly to indicate ajSccreosing interest in tho passage of 
the legislation th at I ] ■ thought vas the basis of the 

extortion and that I l had broken off contacts with hit,, 

I voiced conc ern that soschov Khite anfi 
I ft&d learned of | \ % s contacts vith the FBI en 

this x&attcr. *he Boston Office advises no interviews or 
ciacussicne have taken place in regard to this natter outside 
of the Fbl or those vith the Department in Washington. 



c 



] advised that it vould appear that 



allegations are bas ed upon his ovn interpretation of stateiaonts 
&ade by Hayor Khitc I 



\ * interpretation was un aocbte<ny" 
influe nced by his knowledge of the involvement of 1 



] in a separate na tter under inv estigation 



uayor of newspaper xsan 

subsequentl y die call hl a, again interpreted by [ 
in light of L 



Mention by the 
]and the fac t thatC 



b7D 



he 

hlC 
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SB position, reinforced his opinion of the 
in terrelati onship of those events » ft subsequent telephone call 
to I | <Sld not support f 1 s interpretatio n, The reav er* 3 

action in resard to legislation forainc the basis of | | *s 
belief about extortion is again inconsistent with his interpretation. 
Inasmuch ac no evidence appears to exist indicating n possible 
Federal criminal violation, no prosecution vill be entertained by 
the DO J. 



Sincerely yours, 



Thomas P. Jones * Acting Chief 
White-Collar Crimes Section 
Criminal Investigative Division 



- 2 - 



;7I>-36 (Rev. S-2&-78> 



f 



§ 



FBI 



TRANSMIT VIA: 
Q Teletype 
Q Facsimile 
(S AIRTEL. 



PRECEDENCE: 
Q Immediate 
□ Priority 
Q Routine 




CLASSIFICATION: 
□ TOP SECRET 
O SECRET 
Q CONFIDENTIAL 
UNCLAS EFT 
O UNCLAS 

Date _!ZML 



1 



TO: 
FROM: 
SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (194-2365) 
SAC, BOSTON (194C-186) (C) 



UNSUBS; 

'ALLEGATION* CONCERNING KEVIN H. 
MAYOR OF -BOSOTNTjiASS 7 , IN "CONNECTION 
WITH TOSSIB^^iSUSE^F^0^IC Er~»^« 

^V JCTJF 

HOBBS w ACT-CPO 
(00:BS) 



Re Bureau airtel to Boston, 7/7/81. 

Enclosed for the Bureau is the original and three 
copies of a LHM captioned as above. 



CCTO: 
REQ. REC'D 



ANS. 



JUL 13- 1984 



Ob ureau 
2-Boston 3 
ECB/drom ~ 
(4) 




/ ^ #J*y^r «M> <2CiS33ifita** > &m»****0 Hmmmmm 



7 AUG 7 1931 



ApprogedlMiG 




PEP 4 1891 



S 7 (Number) <Tit 





<Ti«te> 



Per. 



.3 




U.S. Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 



In Reply, Please Refer to 

FiuNo. 194C-186 



Boston , Massachusetts 
August 3, 1981 



UNKNOWN ; SUBJECTS;- 

ALLEGATION CONCERNING KEVIN H. WHITE, 

MAYOR .OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, 

IN CONNECTION WITH POSSIBLE M ISUSE OF OFFICE; 

1 

J-VICTIM 



HOBBS ACT-CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIAL 



b7D 



On May n 1981, I 

I . 1 advised that the Boston City Council and 

Boston Mayor Kevin White were involved in serious negotiation over 
a piece of legislation over authorization for bonds to alleviate 
the City's financial problems. These negotiations had been going 
on for about two months without any resolve. The City Council 
was seeking to add provisions to the bonding bill that would 
limit some of Mayor White's powers as to fiscal affairs. Mayor 
White did not want such spending restraints imposed and has refused 
to approve the bonding bill. The City Council submitted five 
versions .of t he bonding bill, all of which have been turned down by 
Mayor White. I [ advised that there has been talk of municipal 

bankruptcy unless a bonding bill could be worked out. ~ 



This- document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI., It JLs the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your .agency ; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed. .outside your agency /O- 
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hobbs act-corruption of public official 



On May 9, 1981, the City Council met and approved a filth 
version of the bonding bill. From all indicati ons , i t appears that 
ifc^r. tk^o giij tint approve this bill either. I 



On May 10, 1981, 
and spoke tol ~ 
I | was not at home. I . 

■n- <«m/vi.»<m + +hnt hp talk withl 



I called L, 

1 She InformedT 
"1 then told I 



I concerning [ 



Ts home 
1 th at 
1 that 



concer ning [ 
called I 



I did not discuss an y specnic s 
1 Later on the same da y,] 



1's home again. This time he sp oke to I 
Iwas again informed that[ 



J was 



not in so he left a message. 

] advi sed that he has known 



years. During this time! 

L 



e 



ersonal friend of 



1 has mentioned that he is a 



] for about 25 



from 

White to use 



advised that he believes that these phone calls 
Ma^-r WMtft are attempts by Mayor 



1 



he has not returned! 
was strange that 



he has not heard from him in a long time. 



Jaavisea 
„ r rf _ . . elt it 

would call him at this time, because 



_&L_Mayl2, 1981, 



1 fr om the Bo ston Office 
advised that ne and 



of th 



made a phone call to 
e FBI*. 



1 



] discussed two subjects durin g tneir 
sT 



conversation. The first was. 

situ ation and then the City of Boston fiscal proDiems. , — ^ — 

told I 1 that these problems are all because of Mayor White, 

and that White is not willing to give at all and he wants to 
run the City his own way without any interference. 



be 

b7C 
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problems. 



[ 



told I 



"| th en d iscuss ed 



]that r^n *s situation was 



too close to call and it was currently tetering back_and forth. 



1 stated it was currently 60-40 in favor of I — land that 



SlrHVeu 11 v*«.o ^u**wv*j ~v- - ~- ■ r 

fiprobl^ nr fl fi ton close to screw around with. | 
also advised 1 . 



1 



also told[ 

not to discuss it. , 
conversation get around town. [ 



1 was in a little better shape tnan 

that thi s co nversation was private and 
~] told 



I not to let this 



together for lunch and discuss this matter. 



] suggested that they get 



advised 



that it sounded like f 



to ' do Mm ft -favor bv telling him about 



(was 

Also, 



be 
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On May 14, 198 1,1 | advised that on May 12, 

1981, he was leaving the l ~ " " "I fff he noticed 

Mayor Kevin White talki ng loudly w ith some oi nis P e6ple. | 

heard the Mayor mention I I 's name so he stopped his car. 

I land the Mayor proceeded to get into a heated argument 

concerning the problems that had been the subject of discussion 
for several months, that is the Mayor's excessive and illegal 
spending of City funds and the dispute between the Mayor and 
the City Council. 



On May 14, 19^1 at 7:30 a.m. , C 



| at his home 
the problem with 



1 said that 



] telephoned 



,told him that 

should be resolved 
e two men then 



in about two weeks, one way or tne otner. _ . ^ 

discussed the current problems confronting the City of Boston. 
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On May 18, 1981, , 

Mayor White was talking to outside of I 
May 12, 1981 was |_ 



advised that 



the 
Ion 



person 



1 Ind ependent 

Ithat M avor White 
} who 



Taxi Operators Association. I I told I 

had ask ed him to get Boston City Councillor! 

I I is friendly with, to vote with Mayor Wh ite on t he bonding 

bil l for the City of Boston. Mayor Whit e told 
get I P s vote then White wo uld give[~^ 

taxi stand in the City, 
a stand would be worth a 



further told 
lot of money. 



lif he could 
I his cho ice of any 
that such 



On May 13, 1981, the Boston Herald American Newspaper ran 
a full page story concerning 'an interview with Mayor White. One 
of the quotes of Mayor White in the article was "The School 
Committee: it's like they've got diplomatic immunity (in the 
press). One is indicted, two are under investigation. They're 
five part-timers. It's like a corporation with subsidiary over 
which you have no control that suddenly gives you a $40 million 
over run. . .". 



r 



I also advised that the City Council held another 
T471J 
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meeting on May 14, 1981 and a sixth version of the proposed bonding 
bill was passed and sent to Mayor White. Local newspaper accounts 
indicated that Mayor White will not approve this version. On May 15, 
1981, Mayor White called for a special meeting of the City Council 
at 3:00 p.m. on May 18, 1981, for the purpose of council consideration 
of yet another proposal of Mayor White's concerning the bonding bill. 

On May 17, 1981, there appeared an item in the Boston Globe 
newspaper article titled, "Short Circuits" which contained a 
reference to a decision to be made by the end of May by U.S. 
Attorney Edward F. Harrington concerning whether there is sufficient 
evidence to proceed against a member of the Boston School Committee 
involving continuing probes of alleged kickbacks on the Boston 
School bus contract ♦ 



no doubt in his mind that Mayor White and 
to extort I 



further advis ed that there i s, absolutely 



were attempting 



threatened by this* 



advised that he does feel very mucn 
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On June 2, 1981, 
app e ars that Mayor White and] 
attempt [~ 



_l advised that it 
I have given up their 



j 



as a lever . Mayor White appears to have changed his attitude toward 
the bonding bill. On May 22, 1981, the City Treasurer filed an 
affidavit in Suffolk Superior Court which indicated it would not 
be necessary to get the bonding bill passed by the Council in order 
to keep the City schools open until June 19, 1981. A day or so 
later, Mayor White was qioted in the local newspapers as saying 
he was in no rush to file another bonding proposal with the City 
Council and that he might not file one at all. 



c 



, . advsieS that he has not hear d from 

] since May 14, 19J 31, even though I 



would keep him posted on[ 
situation. 



told him that he 



]'s) 



and[ 



, also advised that he believes t hat Mayor White 
] somehow have learned of his \ I s) communication 



with the FBI and accordingly, they have changed their plans and are 
in the process of covering thei r tracks . Therefore, he does not 
expect any further contact with I I or White in this matter. 



U.S. 



On June 17, 1981, Special Attorney , 

Department of Justice, declined prosecution in this matter due 
to the lack of evidence of a Federal criminal violation. 



On July 8, 1981, 



was indicted by a 



Federal Grand Jury in Boston. Massachusetts in reference to 



On July 13. 1981, the Boston Office of the FBI contacted 

"H and advised him that due to the fac t that the 
Federa l Grand Jury had returned an ind ictment against I I 



I 



the FBI felt obli gated to advise I 

] D istrict of Massachusetts, of L 

I ~1 advised that he would like to 

a advise the 



f f s allegations, 

think about this and woul 



advise the FBI later. 



Later on July 13, 1981 . I I advised that 

he had discussed this with person or persons not identified, and 
he stated he felt that the FBI should keep the confidentiality 
that he wa s promised when he gave the information to the FBI. 

[was advised that the FBI felt ob ligated to inform 
"^because of the pending trial of 
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pn July 14, 1981, I I 
was advised of the allegation and concerns of [ 



On July 20, 1981, | 
the BPS.ton Off ice of the FBI 
£honed |_ 



a again contacted 
_and advised t ha"Fon J uly 17, 1981 



] f s home phone number . J 



1 at home. [ 



surprised by the indictment of 
Government's case was weak. 



] wanted 



advise d that he was 
and that the 



told him thatT 



1 advised that he saw [ 



] and 



at home. [ 



]had called his h ouse, but he was not 



also advised 



that his attorney 



has instructed him no t to speak with anyon e about the matter 



he w as indict ed for. 
call I I back and inform him of 



asked 



's position. 



to 



called 

not be returning his call, 
he had a couple things to telT 
to him in reference to any newspaper article. 



i 



ack and told him 
was disappointed 



_ would 
ana said 
and he did not want to talk 



being told about 

with the FBI ma y have trig gered 



advised that it would appe ar that 



July XL 
that 



_12£ 



1 



js communication 
}s telephone call on 



b 
b 



further advised that it is his impression 



in touch with him. 



is still trying to cover his tracks by getting back 



6* 



